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March 13, 2025 

VIA EMAIL (Pamela.McGarrigle@novascotia.ca) 
Ms. Pamela McGarrigle, Clerk of the Board 
N.S. Utility and Review Board 
3rd Floor, Summit Place, 1601 Lower Water Street 
P. O. Box 1692, Postal Unit M 
Halifax, NS  B3J 3S3 

Re: Regional Development Charge 

Dear Ms. McGarrigle: 

We are writing with respect to the timing of the filing of the next Regional Development Charge 
(“RDC”) review application.  In its decision letter dated July 24, 2024, letter in Matter M11617, 
the Board stated as follows: 

“The Board considers it is important that the RDCs be reviewed and updated to 
the extent possible on consistent five-year cycles from the date of the last 
application (rather than from the date of the prior Order). This is especially so 
when updates to the RDCs require significant increases, like in the present case 
with the Water RDC. Any delay in updating the RDCs increases the under-recovery. 
The next RDC rates should become effective as soon as the rate freeze expires, 
which would result in a six-year interval since Halifax Water’s application in 
M09494. Thus, to provide enough lead time for the Board’s hearing process, 
Halifax Water is directed to file its next RDC review application with the Board by 
March 31, 2025.” 

Halifax Water will be submitting an application for funding to the Federal Canadian Housing 
Infrastructure Funding (CHIF) program.   

The CHIF is a significant initiative aimed at addressing the housing crisis in Canada. It provides $6 
billion over 10 years, starting in 2024-25, to support the construction and upgrading of essential 
infrastructure such as drinking water, wastewater, stormwater, and solid waste systems, which 
are crucial for enabling housing developments. Applications for funding are due by March 31, 
2025, and the fund is designed to incorporate climate hazards into infrastructure planning. This 
fund is part of Canada's broader strategy to promote sustainable development and increase 
housing availability. 

mailto:Pamela.McGarrigle@novascotia.ca
https://housing-infrastructure.canada.ca/housing-logement/chif-fcil/index-eng.html
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Halifax Water has s with HRM”) and 
A Halifax Water currently 

intends to , which if granted would the RDC 
(growth) s: 
 

 Windsor Street Exchange  
- Clearwell, Reservoir and Storage 

  
Lucasville Road Water Main Twinning (Phase 2 TBD) 

  
  

 
a 3-year

as Halifax Water and HRM.  
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the federal government’s  start date, the 
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the start date of  2023, and would  from 
to   . 

on ,2023 states as follows: 

No increase to development approval cost 
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(2) For greater certainty, 

or otherwise, and includes fees and charges for water and wastewater 
infrastructure  

(3) 
agreement or local 

 
 comes into force; or

 
(4)  Minister gives 

 
 

 
On March 5, 2025, the Province introduced Bill 68, the Financial Measures (2025) Act, on, which 

1

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
1 https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes/bills/assembly-65-session-1/bill-68. 
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Halifax Water understands the to enact 
2025, delivery of the 

funding. Based on discussions with the Province, Halifax Water understands that 
is not likely to 2025, in advance of the

 
 

2025, deadline for Halifax Water’s 
.  This would allow the NSUARB to 

changes to the RDC in advance of the   and allow the 
. 

selected to receive F    
. 

 
We are mindful of the  

, and we await the outcome of the 
F funding decisions 

 Given the current uncertainty of would 
remain in 

extended the Board on July 2025, once there is more 
certainty on the success of its  and any , at 

. 
 
Should the Federal and/ , 
Halifax Water suggests the following: 

Free extended to – RDC March 31, 2026 
extended to – RDC  

 
 of 

the Halifax Charter,  amount of the charge changed
formula used to calculate the charge 
RDC changing methodology rate. 
 
The way in which the RDC is structured, if the charges are not increased
“contained” within the RDC Reserve in 

ing today’s    Should 
- this would outweigh the 

costs associated with the extension of any 
 

 
Other miscellaneous development related charges (i.e. meter
considered within 236 A (2).  T eneral Rate 

.   
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the general 
Halifax Water is that these 

charges . 
 

 
1. to defer the ng of the RDC -year  to 

the RDC , and 
delay the of a new date 

 
2. Halifax Water will formally request the Minister of  to exclude the 

miscellaneous charges from the extension of a 
.  

3. Halifax Water will u  the NSUARB on on , at which 
  a new 

. 
 
Thank you for your  
 

 
 
 

 
General Manager/CEO 
 
 
 




